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Keeping ORTA Members apprised of happenings and events

•
•
•
•
•

A note from our President
Update from our Executive Director
Yearly Report Information
A special meeting in Noble Co.
Lake Co. Meet the Candidates Luncheon

From our president
November greetings, ORTA Members!
On Monday, November 5, I had the pleasure of attending the Highland
County RTA Chapter meeting. Although the drive to Hillsboro was nearly
a 3-hour drive one way, what a beautiful time it was to be out crossing Ohio
on “country roads!”
President Bob Hottle and his executive committee had planned a very full
afternoon. Southwest Ohio Liaisons, Becky Cropper and Evelyn Yockey, addressed the members, as did Bonnie Norris of AMBA, and Hope
Short, a Member Education Specialist from STRS Ohio. HRTA had also
2018 ORTA President, Bee Lehner
extended an invitation to members of Adams County RTA and Brown
County RTA to attend this luncheon and meeting as well. There was a nice
representation of all chapters– what a great idea! Many times we pick up some inspirational ideas by attending
other chapters’ meetings. I challenge you to invite your “neighbors” to your next chapter meeting!
Dr. Rayfield is working on an “ORTA Year in Review” publication that will be mailed out to all ORTA members in December. We have budgeted for this mailing, and hope that this will strengthen the communication
between ORTA and its members who do not receive the monthly electronic newsletters.
Since we are so very close to Thanksgiving, I thought it would be very appropriate to share a short story by
Reynolds W. Greene, Jr.:
“A legend tells about a servant whose master died-leaving the servant a bag of blessings-full to its brim. “The
bag will always be full,” said the master, “so long as you remember the four magic words.” The servant started
off on his merry way, he partook of the blessings in the bag until finally the bag was almost empty. He then
sought desperately to remember the words. Asking a wise man nearby what the four words were, he was told,
“Perhaps the words are ‘I wish I had.’” So, with his nearly empty bag, he ran down the road shouting: “I wish I
had! I wish I had as much as all my neighbors have of health and wealth and such!”
But still the bag held no more. Some distance farther along the way, he asked a stranger, “Can you please tell
me what the magic words are that will restore blessings to the bag?” This stranger said, “Perhaps the words are
‘Give me some more.’” So once again he started on his way, shouting to the skies: “Give me some more! Oh,
fill my bag of blessings up as full as it was before!”
Still the bag remained empty. Lonely and dejected, he sat down along a roadway to take the last piece of bread
from his bag. As he started to eat it, a small waif of a child came up and out of hunger begged for the bread.
									(con’d on next page)
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He gave it forgetting his own hunger. The little child placed the bread down, folded his hands, and said,
“I thank Thee, Lord.”
The servant jumped up with excitement to say, “Those are the words!” He took his empty bag and literally ran down the road shouting; “I thank Thee, Lord! I thank Thee, Lord, once more for all the blessings in my bag. O Lord, how great a store!” And the bag of blessings was full once more.
This is a legend, but its truth is deeply significant. May you have blessings abundant during this time of
Thanksgiving!
Yours,
Bee Lehner, ORTA President
Thought for the Day: “Thanksgiving dinners take 18 hours to prepare! They are consumed
in 12 minutes. Half-times take 12 minutes. This is not a coincidence!” ~ Erma Bombeck

Lucky Students in Lucas Co.

2018 LCRTA Scholarship Winners Pictured Above: Emily Mueller, Randy Todd,
Amanda Hayes And Alexia Weis

At the October 24th Lucas County Retired Teachers Association Luncheon, four students were
each awarded a $1,000 Scholarship for their high academic progress, community involvement, and
teacher recommendation. These scholarships were given to qualifying sophomore, junior, and senior
students at the University of Toledo and Lourdes University who are planning a career in teaching.
While Scholarship Chairman, Paul Raczkowski read the biographies of each student, LCRTA President Jeanene Pifer, presented the Frank and Shirley Dick Scholarship, as well as the two
Lucas County Retired Teachers Awards. Claudia Trombla, representing Pi Lambda Theta, presented
that scholarship to the winner. Receiving the Lucas County Retired Teachers Scholarships were Alexa
Weis and Emily Mueller. Amanda Hayes received the Pi Lambda Theta Scholarship and Randy
Todd received the Frank and Shirley Dick Award.
(con’d on next page)
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Alexa Weis is currently a sophomore at the University of Toledo majoring in Early Childhood Education. She has a course load of 18 semester hours and maintains a 3.978 GPA. She has been passionate
about teaching since elementary school. Alexa was always eager to learn new things and dreaded the
three months of summer break. Alexa’s high school Math teacher stated, “She is an avid learner and is
always willing to assist others with concepts she has mastered.” This willingness to help others will certainly create the pathway to becoming a GREAT teacher!
Amanda Hayes is a Junior at the University of Toledo majoring in Early Childhood Education. She
currently maintains a 3.916 GPA. One of her professors stated that “Amanda will be the type of educator
whose presence will continue to impact her students long after she serves as their classroom teacher.”
Amanda has served as a College of Education Ambassador and has also worked with the Peace project
helping children in crisis. Additionally, she volunteers with the Lucas Academy anti-suicide coalition.
Emily Mueller, a Junior at Lourdes University, maintains a 3.93 GPA. She is majoring in Early Childhood Education and would like to teach third grade after graduation. A professor described Emily as “a
self starter, passionate and well organized. She works well in her classroom groups, always taking the
lead and making sure her team is on task and meeting the lesson objectives.” Her careful preparation has
repeatedly placed Emily on the Dean’s List.
Randy Todd is a senior at the University of Toledo majoring in Science. His GPA is 3.863. Teaching has
always been a passion for Randy. While in high school, he enrolled in the Teaching Professions Career
Tech Program, which gave him an opportunity to see what was the best fit for him. One of his professors
stated that “Randy is a rare individual who does not quit when faced with difficult tasks. He is very bright
and energetic with excellent interpersonal and communication skills. He is an outstanding problem
solver and has rapport with his instructors, students and staff at the university.
Congratulations to all four of the outstanding and deserving scholarship recipients.
To learn more about the Lucas Co. chapter, please visit their website.
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from the desk of our
Executive Director
Hello to all ORTA Members!
As we race towards Thanksgiving and the holiday season, I hope
that we all take time to be thankful for the wonderful country that
we live in and those that serve and protect us.
STRS News
STRS Board of Trustees Chair Bob Stein, Vice Chair Caroline
Correthers, Executive Director Michael Nehf, and Communications Director Nick Treneff met with the ORTA Board on
October 15, 2018 here at the ORTA Offices. The team from STRS
provided an update to help ORTA members better understand the
current financial situation with our pension system. Concerns addressed by the STRS team included:
•
Loss of COLA
•
Maintenance of affordable healthcare coverage

Dr. Robin Rayfield, ORTA
Executive Director

Other concerns discussed included:
•
Higher contribution rates paid by active members
•
Higher age and service requirements for retirement eligibility
•
Balancing the liabilities and assets
What we learned was that STRS’ primary focus is on sustainability of the system. Coupled with managing
the risk of our investments and being prepared for market downturns, STRS is aware of ORTA’s desire to
see benefit enhancement for retirees. Currently, the system is funded at 75.5%. The STRS board’s funding
objective is to be funded at 100%. Several ORTA Board members asked if the system must be funded at 100%
before any increase in benefits can occur. The answer provided was not definitive. An increase prior to 100%
funding was not something that this group could answer. Remember, only the full board could answer such a
question. I think it is important to note that the stated goal of STRS is to ‘be at 100% funding’. I am optimistic
that STRS can develop a budget that improves our funding ratio, manages our risk with regards to investments, and allows for increases in benefits.
National News
Perhaps you were able to see the Frontline program ‘The Pension Gamble’ on pbs. If not, I recommend that
you watch it https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/the-pension-gamble/ . This is a somewhat shocking
look behind the scenes at how the investment brokers on Wall St. invest our money. I plan to sit down with
people at STRS and ask questions about the way our money is invested.
ORTA Membership News
Remember, ORTA is offering an incentive to local chapters that increase their membership to ORTA by 10%.
Each local chapter that sees in increase of ORTA members of 10% will receive $100 from ORTA to their local
chapters. Several local chapters have already earned their incentive.
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(con’d from previous page)
Insurance Update
Many STRS retirees received a notice from Promedica/Paramount regarding their STRS insurance coverage
with Aetna Advantage. This was primarily directed towards people in the northwest part of the state (Toledo
area). After a call to STRS, I am told that this is a dispute between Aetna Advantage and the Promedica
providers in Ohio. It appears that Promedica and Aetna are at odds over reimbursements that are paid to
providers. These disputes arise occasionally, and it is unfortunate that the ‘customers’ are caught in the
middle. STRS assures me that this is not something that STRS has control over. STRS advised me that doctors
frequently leave networks when these kinds of disputes take place. Large healthcare providers are notorious
for their predatory behavior and this is a prime example of this behavior. Important to note is that this also
impacts several active teacher healthcare insurance programs as well. What options do ORTA members have?
•
•
•
•

Of course, we can go to any doctor we want. But one must remember that the ‘out of network’ costs
can be higher.
STRS will provide a list of doctors that are in the Aetna Advantage network. This would mean a
possible change of provider.
STRS offers other plans that would include providers in the Promedica/Paramount system.
Contact STRS for details on other options or plans.
It might be worthwhile to contact your doctor to determine what options they might offer.

I also would offer that many times, these disputes are settled and the ‘customers’ are able to continue to
receive their healthcare without making any changes.
ORTA Yearly Update
ORTA will be sending (via U.S. mail) a yearly review in December of 2018 to all members. We recognize that
many of our members do not have email so this is a once a year attempt to ‘connect with our faithful members’. We are sorry that we are unable to mail our newsletter each month, however, the budget will not permit
such an expense. Please let your ORTA colleagues know of the December mailing.

STRS Board of Trustee Election
Currently, the STRS Board of Trustees are seeking nominations for positions on the STRS Board for Active members. This is the seat currently held by Taiyia L. Hayden. Although this position is for a current
contributing member, as retirees we need to be ‘dialed in’ on the entire board, not just the retired members.
ORTA encourages its membership to suggest current STRS active members to petition to be on the ballot.
Information on the nomination process can be located at www.strsoh.org Remember, under current law, it
is the STRS Board of Trustees that make decisions on all matters regarding our pensions including COLA.

Best Regards,
Dr. Robin Rayfield, Executive ORTA Executive Director
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Don’t Forget! It’s chapter report time!
Its that time of year again that we are looking to start collecting yearly chapter reports.
All reports are due on Tuesday, January 15th, 2019.
Here’s how to find the reports easily on our website www.orta.org:

(1) hover on “Chapter
Resources”

(2)Find “Reports”

(3) Click on each report to fill
out electronically or to print
and mail in paper version

6
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Have you paid your orta dues
this year?
A friendly reminder that if you need to renew your ORTA dues ($30),
now is the time!
You can now pay online (click here) with credit card, making it faster
and more convenient than ever. We do of course still accept checks
mailed to the office at:
8050 N. High Street
Suite 190
Columbus, Ohio 43235
Your membership is important! We are here to serve you. Your membership helps to keep us
going, so we want to say thank you for your loyalty to ORTA, and we wouldn’t be here without YOU.
*PLEASE FILL OUT YOUR RENEWAL DUES FORM BELOW TO SEND TO US WITH
YOUR CHECK PAYMENT

OHIO RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
annual membership renewal form
(Please print, type or use personal name and address label)
Please Fill out and return with payment to:
OHIO REtired teachers assn.
8050 n. high street | suite 190 | Columbus, ohio 43235

Name (as listed with strs)

mailing address

state

phone number

apt.

city

zip

Member I D number (if available)

membership(s) (check one)
ORTA LIFE member $500
ORTA LIFE member
(1/2 Life) $250

County/local

November 2018 - ORTA NEWS

ORTA LIFE member
(1/4 life) $125
ORTA Annual dues $30

thank you!
your membership is
important to us!

total

7

Gone, but never
forgotten in Noble Co.
On October 11th, the Noble Co. Retired Teachers Association chapter held a memorial service for
passed members. The chapter Memorial Committee selected these honorees from nominations by the chapter members. 10 educators were honored with a memory board, a candle lighting ceremony and carnations
presented to the members who nominated them. A very big thank you to all who attended, and to the committee who took time to put the program together:
Bill Dimmerling, Chairman
Carol Hodkinson
Beth Saling
Lori Tilton
Deloris Ullmann
This was a wonderful luncheon, and a great opportunity for chapter fellowship. To learn more about the
Noble Co. chapter, please visit their website.

A memory board to honor passed local educators
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Don Ullmann calls the meeting to order,
beginning with the memorial ceremony

ORTA President Bee Lehner greets Noble
Co. members
November 2018 - ORTA NEWS

Each person honored was
nominated by a member;
if the person elected was
chosen for the ceremony, the
nominating member lit a candle and received a carnation
in the their honor

10 candles lit to remember each honoree’s life and legacy in the community

Memorial Chairman, Bill Dimmerling

Carnations presented in each persons’ memory

Candle lighting ceremony
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+
We are now partners with the not-for-profit Road
Scholar – the world’s largest and most innovative
creator of experiential learning opportunities!
Road Scholar has guided generations of
lifelong learners on transformative
learning adventures from San Francisco
to Siberia, and nearly everywhere in
between. Sign up for their FREE
catalog and receive $100 off
your first adventure with
Road Scholar!
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Please visit https://www.roadscholar.org/affiliate-pages/orta/ to learn how you canNovember
join the 2018
adventure
TODAY!
- ORTA NEWS

What’s orta up to?
Take a look at what’s coming up in December around our chapters and organization!
The calendar is always available on our website.
Follow the link to view: http://www.orta.org/
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Meet the candidates in Lake Co.
On Monday, September 10th, the Lake County Retired Teachers Association hosted their biannual
Candidates Forum luncheon at the Holiday Inn, Reynolds Road, Mentor.
Candidates for County and State offices were invited
by Tom Moscovic, Legislative chair, to give a 3-minute
presentation describing their strengths to assume or retain the offices.
There were 14 candidates who accepted the invitation to
speak to a crowd of retired teachers, making this luncheon a big success.

Tom Moscovic, Legislative chair

Candidates and LCRTA members were greeted by members at the registration table, consisting of Greta Pate,
Susan McCarter, luncheon chair; Tim Niederkorn,
scholarship chair; and Janene Ishee, chair of the 50/50
raffle, which benefits the active teacher grants.
Newly retired teachers are encouraged to join LCRTA’s
November 13th luncheon which will be held at the Auburn Career Center. Advanced reservations required to
Sue McCarter at sumac29@roadrunner.com.
LCRTA is a social organization which sponsors many
activities (such as trips to Iceland, Australia and New
Zealand), but also keeps members informed about current educational matters and legislation affecting teachers and students of today.

There were a total 14 candidates who accepted
the invitation to speak

For more information about membership, and the organization itself, please visit the website at lakecountyrta.weebly.com/.

Greta Pate, Susan McCarter, luncheon chair;
Tim Niederkorn, scholarship chair; and
Janene Ishee, chair of the 50/50 raffle

A great Lake County crowd!
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Logan Co. Update
The Logan Co. Retired Teachers Association met on October 23, 2018 at West Liberty
First Church of God.
A lunch was served by the church kitchen staff,
the meeting then proceed with a program from
Amy Carles.
Ms. Carles is from the Ohio Consumers’ Council. She discussed the different ways the this
group helps Ohio citizens as their residential
utility consumer advocate. Amy shared some
of the popular scams that people have experienced. All the members are now up to speed on
what to look for if a scam situation presents itself.
Chapter president Emerson Brown presented a short business meeting, which included
member Bill Davis relaying a list of names for
2019 officers to be voted for and elected in December.
To learn more about the Logan Co. chapter,
please visit their Facebook page, or contact
Emerson Brown at 937-404-9453.
Guest speaker from Ohio Consumers’ Council,
Amy Carles

RELAX.
HELP IS ON THE WAY.
24/7 EMERGENCY TRANSPORT
IS AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE.
Wipe out in the Alps? Heat stroke in Tunisia? All is ﬁne. Medical Air Services
Association (MASA) provides life-saving emergency assistance f rom home or
anywhere in the world—24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
Learn more: 1-800-258-7041

myambabeneﬁts.info/orta
November 2018 - ORTA NEWS
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IN MEMORIAM:
ORTA would like to pay our respects to the following members
who have recently passed on. We are sending condolences to
friends and family at this difficult time.
Patricia Zook, 85, of West Liberty Ohio passed away on October 25th, 2018. Zook was a Lifetime member of ORTA and
the Logan Co. Retired Teachers Association chapter. A
special thank you to the Zook family for their kind donations to
ORTA collected in lieu of flowers at the memorial service.
Margery Gregg, 100, of Amsterdam, Ohio passed away on
August 6th 2018. Gregg was a long-time member of the Jefferson Co. Retired Teachers Association chapter.

*Deceased Member submission Policy update:
If you submit member(s) passing, please forward any obituary or
funeral arrangements for our records.

“When our time on Earth has been complete,
Our spirit moves on, more mysteries to seek.
Celebrate what this person meant to you,
Cherish the memories when this life you review.”
			
					—B.J. Woodruff
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We want to put you and your chapter in
the monthly newsletter!
Contact Alissa at publications@orta.org,
or download a submission from our
website (click here) and send all
submission materials to:
Ohio Retired Teachers | Suite 190
c/o: Publications
8050 North High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43235
We can’t wait to share your stories!

Suite 190 | 8050 N. High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43235
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